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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Sunday Lighthouse Coming Together 
Theme    : Standing Fast, Servant God as Free in 2023 
Focus    : Standing Fast in the Faith and Being Strong 

 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon / On-line 
Date    : January 8, 2023 / February 5, 2023 
 
 
TITLE    : OUR LIBERTY IN CHRIST.  BEING INDEED FROM WHERE CHRIST MADE US  

FREE. 
 
Text/s    :   
 
John 8:36 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:1 
5 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:22 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Rom 6:15-23 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom 
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that 
form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your 
members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 
things is death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
KJV 
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2 Peter 1:3-12 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye 
know them, and be established in the present truth. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
- Redeemed 
- Once For All 
- I’m Free 
- Leave Your Heavy Burden at the Cross 
- He Keeps Me Singing 
- A New Name Written In Glory 
 
 
Other references  :  
 
Instructions   :  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 

Annual Theme Quarterly Focuses 
2022 

 
 

“Being Faithful and 
True in 2022” to 

“Standing Fast, Serving 
God as Free in 2023” 

 
Rev 22:6,7  “These 

sayings are faithful and 

1st Quarter Focus 
 
Knowing Him Who is True, Being in Him Who is True 
 
“…that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is 
true…”  
(1 John 5:20). 
 
 
2nd Quarter Focus 
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true...blessed is he that 
keepeth...” 

 

Being Faithful as Stewards 
 
“…it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor 
4:2). 
 
3rd Quarter Focus 
 
Shining the True Light 
 
“…darkness is past, the true light now shineth..” 
(1 John 2:8) 
 
4th Quarter Focus 
 
“Working the Faith, Stewarding the Grace and Shining the True 
Light” 
 
“Those things, which ye have both learned, received, heard, and 
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you” (Phil 4:9). 
 

2023 
 

“Standing Fast, 
Serving God as Free in 

2023” 
 

“Standfast...being 
made free from sin, 
and become servants  

to God...” 
 

“Stand fast therefore 
in the liberty 

wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be 
not entangled again 

with the yoke of 
bondage”  
(Gal 5:1). 

 
“…now being made 
free from sin, and 
become servants to 
God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, 

and the end 
everlasting life” (Rom 

6:22). 
 

1st Quarter Focus 
 
Standing Fast in the Faith and Being Strong 
 
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong”  
(1 Cor 16:13). 
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“As free, and not using 
your liberty for a cloke 
of maliciousness, but 

as the servants of 
God” 

(1 Pet 2:16). 
 

 
 
 
Before we talk standing fast in faith and being made strong, we need to first realize our being 
made free by the Lord Jesus… 
 
Notice the guiding truths we stand on this year: 
 

Gal 5:1 
5 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
KJV 
 
John 8:36 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:22 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
KJV 

 
“As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God” 
(1 Pet 2:16). 

 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 

 
 
On these depend our being built up in Him this 2023.  And we need to first realize and make true 
to our lives the freedom, the liberty that we have in Jesus Christ.   
 
In the past years, we appreciated the virtues of grace, love, hope, joy that we have in Christ.  
This year, it’s all about the freedom that we have in Him and how we stand fast, firm, strong in 
that freedom. 
 
 
We need to be settled in this truth because the world talks about a different freedom.  But while 
we are in this world, we do not stand on the world. 
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John 8:36 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 
 
John 8:31-32 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed; 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
 
John 14:6 (KJV)  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 
 
John 8:36 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 

 
1 Cor 1:18-31 
18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. 
20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 
23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; 
24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God. 
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 
31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
KJV 
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KJV 
 
 
Realize the kind of freedom and liberty that we have in Christ… 
 
John 6:63 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:2 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:6 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: 
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 1:7 
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
KJV 
 
 
BODY 
 
 
The freedom and liberty that we have in Christ is far above any freedom and liberty that this 
world can offer.  And this world can only extend freedom as afforded by 
 

1) Human laws… rights, privileges afforded by human laws and ordinances 
2) Worldly riches 
3) Worldly entitlements as positions of power, degrees, etc. 
4) Worldly recognitions… 
5) Temporary feelings of being free from any thing that binds us physically, emotionally, 

mentally… 
 
These are the ones that spell out the human rights, what people desire and fight for. 
 
But the freedom and liberty that we have in Christ is not something that we fight for… They are 
afforded to us freely… 
 
 
A) Being Free Indeed Where Christ Has Made Us Free 
 

Are we indeed free wherein Christ has made us free? 
 
Gal 5:1 
5 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
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KJV 
 
John 8:32-36 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how 
sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin. 
35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
KJV 
 
From Where Did Christ Actually Make us Free? 
 

Illustrations of freedom – 
  
• The freedom of one released from prison.  Freely he roams around.  He goes back to 

his family but he has no place in their hearts.  He goes around to find a job but no 
vacancy is left for him.  He winds up even more hungry and poor, so he does crimes 
again. 

 
• The freedom of the graduate.  Gladly he throws his cap being freed from the walls of 

the educational institution.  He goes to the world to prove himself.  He applies for a 
job but he has no experience.  He tries to set his goals, but he could not set his goal  
he has to ride in the goals of others.  He becomes exploited.  He goes from job to job.  
He becomes a bum. 

 
• The freedom of the patient released from the hospital confinement. Now without 

doctors and nurses to attend to him.  No more full attention to him, he is exposed to 
a lot more medical danger. 

 
• The freedom of some left to make decisions for himself.  He is left with no guide.  No 

standards.  No plans. 
 
• The freedom of the athlete released from training.  He finds his way to the track, the 

field, the ring or the court.  To do as how he was trained and win the prize. 
 
 
 
 
1) Christ has freed us from sin and its eternal consequences.  We therefore have 

freedom from sin, its consequences…  
 

Have we been freed indeed from these as to manifest the joy that comes by it? 
 

Rom 8:1-2 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death. 
KJV 

 
Ps 51:12-17 
12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
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13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall 
sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt 
offering. 
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise. 
KJV 

 
 
2) Christ has made us free from the over burdens which is borne by those who are not in 

Him.  We have freedom from the burdensome mindset of the world. 
 
 

Matt 11:28-30 
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
KJV 

 
2 Cor 10:3-6 
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 
4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) 
5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:4-7 
4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath 
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 
5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew 
of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 
6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless. 
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
KJV 

 
 
3) Christ has made us free from dominion of sin over our daily lives.  We have freedom 

from self and the continuing life of sin, 
 

Rom 6:14-18 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace. 
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God 
forbid. 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
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18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
KJV 

 
Rom 6:22-23 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
KJV 

 
 
4) Christ has made us free from the law or ordinances of religion, traditions, etc. 
 

Rom 7:6-8:2 
 
6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we 
should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 
7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the 
law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
8 But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of 
concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 
9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I died. 
10 And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 
11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 
13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might 
appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment 
might become exceeding sinful. 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do 
I. 
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 
of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death. 
KJV 
 
Col 2:14-22 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
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15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it. 
16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 
17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 
angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind, 
19 And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having 
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God. 
20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 
21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 
22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 
KJV 

 
 
5) Christ has made us free from being servants of sin into being servants of 

righteousness. 
 

1 Cor 7:20-23 
20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 
21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it 
rather. 
22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also 
he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. 
23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:16-22 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
19 I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have 
yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now 
yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. 
20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of 
those things is death. 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:16 
16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 2:19-22 
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
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20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his 
own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 
KJV 

 
 
6) Christ has made us free from not being able to serve one another and of being 

profitable for one another. 
 

Gal 5:13-18 
13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to 
the flesh, but by love serve one another. 
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 
15 But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of 
another. 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
KJV 
 

 
7) Christ has made us free not only from being judged and our labors being in vain but 

into having full reward. 
 

2 John 8 
8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward. 
KJV 
 
Rev 3:11 
11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
KJV 
 
Heb 10:35 
35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 15:58 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
KJV 
 

 
B) This freedom is lived as taught us by the perfect law of liberty.  It is afforded to us by the 

Spirit.  
 
Unless we be established in the word of truth, we cannot know this freedom. 
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Eph 4:13-16 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
KJV 
 
James 1:21-25 
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: 
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of 
man he was. 
25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:2 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:6 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 1:7 
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
KJV 
 
 
The Bible teaches us the 3 types of laws that affect our living in the perfect law of liberty 
in Christ.  We are being made subject to: 
 
Even Paul, an Apostle himself was subject to these. 
 
1) The law of sin in our flesh 

 
Rom 7:14-25 
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. 
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15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do 
I. 
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. 
17 Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law 
of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 
James 4:1-3 
1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your 
lusts that war in your members? 
2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, 
yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 
3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:16-21 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 4:6 
6 For, for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might 
be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 
KJV 
 
 

2) The laws and ordinances of men, 
1 Peter 2:11-17 
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; 
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14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. 
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men: 
16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. 
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
KJV 
 
Rom 13:1-5 
13 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be 
afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
KJV 
 
Acts 5:29 
29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather 
than men. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 2:10-12 
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities. 
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation 
against them before the Lord. 
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 
KJV 
 
Jude 8-10 
8 Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of 
dignities. 
9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body 
of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. 
10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know 
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 2:17-22 
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in 
error. 
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
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20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his 
own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 
KJV 
 
 

3) The laws of this world, its standards, norms, fashion, trends, philosophies. 
 
1 John 2:15-17 
 
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
 
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 

4) The law of the Spirit in us.  This is the law of Christ. 
 
Rom 8:2 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death. 
KJV 
 
Gal 6:2 
2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
KJV 
 
John 13:14-17 
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 
15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is 
sent greater than he that sent him. 
17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
KJV 
 
John 13:34-35 
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
KJV 
 
John 15:12-14 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
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KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:21-23 
21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but 
under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. 
22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some. 
23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. 
KJV 
 
1 John 5:1-5 
1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth 
him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments 
are not grievous. 
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. 
5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 
KJV 
 
1 John 2:8-11 
8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: 
because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. 
9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 
10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling 
in him. 
11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth 
not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 
KJV 
 
Gal 5:22-26 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
KJV 

 
 

C) The practical approach to living this freedom. 
 
1) Paul teaches us how to practice this law of liberty in us  

 
1 Cor 10:23-33 
23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for 
me, but all things edify not. 
24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth. 
25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake: 
26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. 
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27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be disposed to go; 
whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake. 
28 But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake 
that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness 
thereof: 
29 Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of 
another man's conscience? 
30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give thanks? 
31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 
32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 
33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of 
many, that they may be saved. 
KJV 

 
 

2) James also teaches us 
 

James 1:21-25 
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 
23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: 
24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner 
of man he was. 
25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 
KJV 
 
James 2:8-12 
8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself, ye do well: 
9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 
transgressors. 
10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no 
adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. 
12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 
KJV 
 

 
3) Peter also teaches. 
 

1 Peter 2:9-17 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; 
12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against 
you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 
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13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; 
14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, 
and for the praise of them that do well. 
15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men: 
16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. 
17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 2 
1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken of. 
3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: 
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 
4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered 
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 
5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 
6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 
7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 
8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 
9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of 
dignities. 
11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation 
against them before the Lord. 
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 
13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot 
in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own 
deceivings while they feast with you; 
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: 
an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam 
the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the 
madness of the prophet. 
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the 
flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in 
error. 
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
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20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his 
own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 
KJV 
 

 
D) Vigilance: the Price of Liberty 

 
Note – it’s not sacrifice that is the price of liberty. 
 
For us believers, we have been freed.  We have liberty in Christ and the Word of God is  
Phil 2:12-16 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run 
in vain, neither laboured in vain. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Pet 5:8 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour: 
(KJV) 
 
1 Tim 3:2 
2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good 
behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 
(KJV) 
 
Vigilant --- 
 
1127  gregoreuo (gray-gor-yoo'-o); from 1453; to keep awake, i.e. watch (literally or 
figuratively):  KJV-- be vigilant, wake, (be) watch (-ful). 
 
1127  gregoreuo- 
1) to watch  
2) metaphorically, to give strict attention to, to be cautious,  
to take heed lest through remission and indolence some destructive calamity suddenly 
overtake one 
 
Three kinds of members: 
1. those who make things go 
2. those who watch things go 
3. those who do not know whatever thing goes 
 
In vigilance there is 

• understanding of our Biblical roles in the process 
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• involvement based on the understanding of our Biblical roles 
• consolidation of roles 

 
 
2 Peter 1:3-12 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins. 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for 
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, 
though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. 
KJV 
 
Jer 29:7 
7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and 
pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 
(KJV) 
 
Dan 6:4 
4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the 
kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither 
was there any error or fault found in him. 
(KJV) 
 
Rom 13:1-5 
1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. 
2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 
the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 
4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Pet 2:13-14 
13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; 
14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and 
for the praise of them that do well. 
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(KJV) 
 
Titus 3:1 
1 Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be 
ready to every good work, 
(KJV) 
 
 
1 Tim 2:1-3 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
(KJV) 
 
2 Tim 4:5 
5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry. 
(KJV) 
 
1Thes 5:6-8 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 
8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 
(KJV) 
 
1 Cor 16:13 
13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. 
(KJV) 
 
Matt 5:13-14 
13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be 
salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of 
men. 
14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
(KJV) 
 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
(KJV) 
 
2 Tim 1:7-8 
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind. 
8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; 
(KJV) 
 
 
Isa 56:10-11 
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10 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 
11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that 
cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. 
(KJV) 
 
Isa 62:6-7 
6 I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day 
nor night: ye that make mention of the LORD, keep not silence, 
7 And give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 
(KJV) 
 
Ezek 3:17-22 
17 Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 
19 Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. 
20 Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I 
lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he 
shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his 
blood will I require at thine hand. 
21 Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not 
sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul. 
22 And the hand of the LORD was there upon me; and he said unto me, Arise, go forth into 
the plain, and I will there talk with thee. 
(KJV) 
 
Mark 13:37 
37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 
(KJV) 
 
 
 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Rom 6:4-11 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion 
over him. 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
KJV 
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From these we realize the kind of freedom and liberty that we have in Christ… 
 
John 6:63 
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:17 
17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:2 
2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 3:6 
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: 
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
KJV 
 
2 Tim 1:7 
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:23 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
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